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cc To exchange the yoke of the Sultan for that of
the British would not be regarded by the Arab-
speaking population of this country as a misfortune,
but rather the reverse : and it is the opinion of men
who have had abundant opportunities of forming a
correct judgment that no one not actually an
official or a soldier would raise a finger to prevent
such a consummation. But it is quite another
question whether, the exchange once made, the
nomadic Arab population would long willingly
submit to be ruled by Kaffirs, especially when
acted upon from without by accomplished
intriguers*"—Geary's Through Asiatic Turkey, vol. i,
pp. 273-4.
It must be remembered, too, that our withdrawal
to, and subsequent surrender of, Kut al Amara had
thrown grave doubts upon the ability of the British
to retain what they had won. The Muntafiq tribes
of Nasiriyah and Suq ash Sheyukh were not at all
sure that the British occupation of the Lower
Euphrates would not turn out to be as transitory as
that of Kut al Amara. Tales of the treatment meted
out by the Turks to the Arabs of Kut after General
Townshend's surrender had already reached Nasiri-
yah by the time I got there, and it was not to be
wondered at if the Euphrates tribes hesitated to
throw in their lot with a new master who might at
any moment disappear, leaving them to the mercy
of their own lawful rulers* It will be seen that the
job of the Political officers with the Euphrates
Division was more delicate than that of those at
Basrah or even on the Tigris, where the bulk of the
British force was interposed between the tribes and
the Turkish authorities upstream. At Nasiriyah
itself, which was force-head on the Euphrates, the

